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This session is eligible for 1 Continuing 
Education Hour. 

 

For these hours to appear on your certificate, you must: 

• Have your badge scanned at the door 

• Attend 90% of this presentation 

• Fill out the online evaluation for this session 

 

Overview 

• Regulatory & Legislative Update 

• NECAPAC & Advocacy Efforts 

• Political Update 
 

Labor Issues 
Secretary of Labor Nomination in Jeopardy 

• Su’s nomination now must be voted by the full Senate 

• Su received no Republican votes when she was nominated as Deputy Secretary, which 
suggests she will need all to nearly all Democratic votes 

• Business groups are opposed to Su’s confirmation 

• Some Democratic Senators, such as Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV) are undecided regarding 
her nomination 

• It’s unclear whether the Senate has to vote on her confirmation, or she can assume that role 
indefinitely as the role as Deputy Secretary. 
 

Regulatory Outlook and Impact 

• Several significant labor regulations have been put on hold until the confirmation of 
Acting Secretary Su and Acting Administrator Looman can be confirmed 

• Independent Contractor Regulations - Pending 

• New Joint-Employer Standard - Pending 

• Davis-Bacon Update and Regulations – Final Rule Issued 

• Overtime Rules – Final Rule Issued 

 



Regulatory Watch 
Inflation Reduction Act: 

• Domestic Content Guidance 

• Transfer/Direct Pay of Credit 

• Prevailing Wage and Apprenticeship 

Department of Commerce: 

• Advance Manufacturing Tax Credit 

Department of Labor: 

• Independent Contractor 

• Good contractor provision 

• Davis-Bacon Update 

• Overtime Rules 

DOJ/Federal Trade Commission: 

• Non-Compete Rule 

 

 

Environmental Protection Agency: 

• Bureau of Land Management sale of clean energy lands  

• Powerplant rules 

Department of Energy: 

• New energy efficiency standards 

• Designation of National Electric Inter-regional Transmission Corridor 

General Services Administration: 

• Clean Energy and Energy Efficiency Buildings 

FERC/NRC: 

• Regional transmission planning 

• Interregional transmission 

• New nuclear plant licenses 
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Davis-Bacon Rewrite 

• In 1982, DOL changed the original regulatory definition of “prevailing wage” that had been in 
place for nearly 50 years. 

• On August 23, 2023, the DOL published in the Federal Register a final rule updating the 
Davis Bacon and Related Acts.  

• The Rule Will Become Effective on October 23, 2023. 
• The changes will apply, with limited exceptions, to construction contracts entered into after 

that date. 
 
Restores the Three-Step Rule. DOL’s final rule will restore the original definition of “prevailing 
wage” (known as the Three-Step Rule) and ensure that Davis-Bacon rates reflect 
the actual wage rates that most frequently appear in a locality, rather than mathematically 
contrived averages. 
  
Wage Differentials in CBAs Will No Longer Prevent Union Rates from Prevailing. In 2006, the 
definition of “prevailing wage” was further diminished when DOL’s Administrative Review Board 
forced the agency to abandon its long-standing policy of treating variable rates paid to union-
represented workers in the same classification as a modal rate for purposes of calculating the 
prevailing wage. The final rule requires that such wage variations be explained by a CBA or the 
written policy of a contractor.   

 

Davis-Bacon Rewrite 

Prevailing Wage Rates Based on Non-Union Rates Will No Longer Stay Frozen. Currently, Davis-Bacon rates 
based on collectively bargained rates are updated every year in accordance with negotiated wage escalators. 
The final rule establishes a new process for regularly updating rates using the BLS Employment Cost Index 
(ECI) data. 
  
Authorizes DOL to Adopt Prevailing Wage Rates Set by State and Local Governments. The new rule helps 
DOL keep rates current by permitting the agency to, under specified circumstances, adopt prevailing wage 
rates established by state and local governments (i.e., “little Davis-Bacon laws”) 
  
Clarifies that Davis-Bacon Wage Protections Apply to Emerging Industries. The final rule clarifies that, for 
purposes of Davis-Bacon coverage, the definition of “building or works” includes solar panels, wind turbines, 
broadband installations, and installation of electric vehicle charging stations. 
  
Requires Payment Interest on Underpayment of Back Wages. 
  
Clarifies that Davis-Bacon Wage Protections May Apply to a Portion of a Building or Structure Not Otherwise 
Subject to Davis-Bacon Requirements. The final rule clarifies that, for purposes of Davis-Bacon coverage, the 
definition of “building or works” may include construction involving the portion of a building or structure, or the 
installation of equipment or components into a building or structure. Prefab not included. 

2023 NECA Top Issues 

• Permitting Reform 

• Solar Tariffs  

• Infrastructure Investment 

• Refine Tax Policy 



FY24 Appropriations Overview 
• House GOP Appropriations are writing their non-defense funding bills lower than 

the prescribed spending caps. 

• Senate Democrats are carving their own path: 
• Chair Murray and Ranking Member Collins have signaled that their appropriation bills would be at the 

agreed to cap numbers and all bills out of committee with overwhelming bipartisan support.  

• Subsequently the Senate added an additional $14 billion ‘emergency supplemental fund’ attached to their 
funding legislation. 

• Important Note: The Fiscal Responsibility Act includes the provision outlining a cut spending by 1% if all 
12 appropriations bills for FY2024 are not passed by the September 30th deadline. 

• NECA's Top Priority: Ensure federal construction accounts are fully funded.  
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House and Senate Comparison 

• Department of Labor   
• House: $9.1B (34% reduction of FY23); Senate 

$13.5B  

 

• Department of Commerce:  
• House: $9.6B (13% reduction of FY23); Senate: 

$11.1B  

 

• Environmental Protection Agency:  
• House: $6.2B (40% reduction of FY23); Senate 

$9.9B  

 

 

• Department of Energy: (non-defense programs)  
• House: $5.4B (22% reduction of FY23); Senate: 

$17.3B 
 

• Department of Defense: (DOE defense 
programs): 

• House $826.2B (additional $1.1B DOE) (5% 
reduction); Senate $837.78B (additional $32B DOE 
defense programs) 

 

• Department of Transportation: 
• House $20.5B (28% reduction from FY23); Senate 

$28.433B 
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Budget and Appropriations Timeline 
The timeline established in the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 is rarely adhered to 

The Congressional Budget Office submits a report to House and Senate Budget Committees Feb. 15 

Senate Budget Committee reports budget resolution April 1 

Congress concludes action on the budget resolution April 15 

President submits budget request First Monday in 
Feb. 

Appropriations bills may be considered in the House, even without a budget resolution May 15 

House Appropriations Committee reports last appropriations bill June 10 

Congress concludes action on reconciliation legislation if set forth by the budget resolution June 15 

House concludes action on appropriations bills June 30 

President approves or vetoes the proposed congressional budget within 10 days of receiving it August/ 
September  

New fiscal year begins, with or without a final budget  October 1  

Key Funding Deadlines / What’s Next 
Topic Overview 

Government appropriations (12 separate funding 
bills)  

Government funding will expire at the end of FY2023 if no deal is reached on 
FY2024 appropriations on Sept. 30, 2023. 

Farm Bill 
Every five years, Congress must approve legislation that includes a range of 
programs related to food, nutrition, and agriculture; the Farm Bill was last 
passed in 2018 and expired Sept. 30th 2023. 

FAA reauthorization 
Every few years, Congress must reauthorize program funding for the Federal 
Aviation Administration and expired Sept. 30th 2023. 

National Flood Insurance Program authorization 
Authorization for NFIP, which aims to reduce the negative impacts of flooding on 
infrastructure, was extended through the end of FY2023 (Sept. 30th 2023).  

TANF & related programs 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) programs provide childcare 
assistance for low-income families; these authorizations expire at the end of 
FY2023 (Sept. 30th 2023).  

PEPFAR Reauthorization 
The President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) is due to be 
reauthorized by the end of FY2023 (Sept. 30th 2023).  

PAHPA Reauthorization 
The Pandemic and All Hazards Preparedness Act (PAHPA) is due to be 
reauthorized by the end of FY2023 (Sept. 30th 2023). 

National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 
The NDAA, which authorizes and funds specialized DoD programs and sets the 
DoD’s policy agenda each year, must be reauthorized annually (December 31, 
2023). 



Additional Legislation 
• H.R. 1536 Leveraging and Energizing 

America’s Apprenticeship Programs (LEAP) 
Act 

• H.R. 2726 Small Business Payment for 
Performance Act  

• H.R. 2851 National Apprenticeship Act  

• H.R. 3936 Tax Cuts for Working Families 
Act 

• H.R. 3937 Small Business Jobs Act 

• H.R. 3938 Build It in America Act 

• H.R. 4721/S. 1706 Main Street Tax 
Certainty Act 

• S. 1664 Healthy Families Act 

• S. 1804 The FASTER Act 

• S. 1793 The Grid Resiliency Tax Credit 
Act 
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By the Numbers 

• $1.7 million budgeted for the 23-
24 cycle – 160 candidates 
projected to be supported 

 

As of August 31st  

• NECAPAC has raised $436,725 
from 320 contractors. 

• $292,000 has been disbursed to 57 
candidates  

• $50,000 has been disbursed to 
Party PACs 

• $52,500 has been disbursed to 
Party Sponsorships  

Money Spent – How We Compare 
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Composition of the 118th Congress 

222 Republicans 213 Democrats 

0 Independents 0 Vacancies 

HOUSE SENATE 

218 Votes for 

Majority* 

49 Republicans 48 Democrats 

3 Independents** 0 Vacancies 
51 Votes 

for 

Majority* 

60 Votes 

for 

Cloture* 

100 

seats 

435 

seats 

More Americans lean towards the 
Republican party than the Democratic party 

GALLUP SURVEY CONDUCTED JULY 3-27, 2023 
 

[VALUE] 19% [VALUE] 20% 27% US adults

■ Democrat ■ Lean Democrat ■ Other ■ Lean Republican ■ Republican 

K E Y  T A K E A W A Y S  

45% of Americans identify as political 

independents; although 87% of 

independents lean towards a party 

The number of US adults who identify 

as Republican has increased 2 points 

from June 2023 

Democratic affiliation is 2 points 

lower than June 2023 

*percentages may not add to 100 after rounding 

2024 Senate Ratings 

Dem seats not up 

for reelection (28) 

Toss Ups (3) 

Lean to 

Solid R 

(11) 

Lean to 

Solid D (20) 

GOP seats not 

up for reelection 

(38) 

Senate majority 

gained beyond 

50 seats 

Democrat-held seat  

Republican-held seat  

Independent-held seat* 

Incumbent not seeking reelection 

Lean  

Republican 

Likely  

Republican 
Toss Up 

Lean  

Democrat 

Likely  

Democrat 

Solid  

Democrat 

Solid  

Republican 

2 GOP 

Stabenow 

(MI) 

Tester (MT) 

Rosen (NV) 

Casey Jr. 

(PA) 

Baldwin (WI) 

Scott (FL) 

Cruz (TX) 

Brown (OH) 

Manchin 

(WV) 

Sinema (AZ) 

Feinstein (CA) 

Murphy (CT) 

Carper (DE) 

Hirono (HI) 

Warren (MA) 

Cardin (MD) 

Klobuchar (MN) 

Menendez (NJ) 

Heinrich (NM) 

Gillibrand (NY) 

Whitehouse 

(RI) 

Kaine (VA) 

Cantwell (WA) 

King (ME) 

Sanders (VT) 

13 Dem 

2 Independent 

5 Dem 
2 Dem 

1 Independent 

0 

9 GOP 

0 

Braun (IN) 

Hawley (MO) 

Wicker (MS) 

Cramer (ND) 

Fischer (NE) 

Ricketts (NE) 

Blackburn (TN) 

Romney (UT) 

Barrasso (WY) 



2024 House Ratings 

CA-49  Levin 

FL-09  Soto 

FL-23  Moskowitz 

KS-03  Davids 

MD-06       Open  

MI-03  Scholten 

MI-08  Kildee 

MN-02 Craig 

NH-01  Pappas 

NH-02  Kuster 

NV-01  Titus 

NV-04  Horsford 

OR-04  Hoyle 

TX-28  Cuellar 

TX-34  Gonzalez 

VA-07  Spanberger 

WA-08 

 Schrier 

CA-22  Valadao 

CA-41  Calvert 

CA-45  Steel 

CO-03  Boebert 

IA-03  Nunn 

MI-10  James 

NE-02  Bacon 

VA-02  Kiggans 

AK-AL  Peltola 

CA-47  Open 

CT-05  Hayes 

IL-17  Sorenson 

IN-01  Mrvan 

ME-02  Golden 

NC-01        Davis 

NV-03  Lee 

NY-18  Ryan 

OH-09  Kaptur 

OR-06  Salinas 

PA-17  Deluzio 

NY-03  Santos 

CA-03  Kiley 

CA-40  Kim 

FL-13  Luna 

IA-01  Miller-Meeks 

MT-01  Zinke 

NY-01  LaLota 

PA-01  Fitzpatrick 

PA-10  Perry 

SC-01  Mace 

TX-15  De La Cruz 

WI-03  Van Orden 

Lean 

Republican 

Likely 

Republican 
Toss Up 

Lean 

Democrat 
Likely 

Democrat 

Democrat held seat  

Republican held seat  

Freshman member 

17 Dem 

12 Dem, 1 GOP 

11 Dem, 14 GOP 

8 GOP 

11 GOP 

CO-08  Caraveo 

MI-07          Open 

NC-06  Manning 

NC-13  Nickel 

NC-14  Jackson 

NM-02  Vasquez 

OH-01  Landsman 

OH-13  Sykes 

PA-07  Wild 

PA-08  Cartwright 

WA-03  Perez 

AL-01          Carl 

AL-02          Moore 

AZ-01  Schweikert 

AZ-06  Ciscomani 

CA-13  Duarte 

CA-27         Garcia 

LA-05          Letlow 

LA-06          Graves 

NJ-07  Kean Jr. 

NY-04  D’Esposito 

NY-17  Lawler 

NY-19  Molinaro 

NY-22  Williams 

OR-05  Chavez-DeRemer 
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56 Electoral Votes are Considered Toss Ups 
for the 2024 Presidential Election 

■ Solid D    ■ Likely D    ■ Lean D    ■ Toss Up   ■ Lean R    ■ Likely R    ■ Solid R

NH 4

VT
3

OH
17

WV
4 VA 13

PA
19

NY
28

ME*
2 1 1

NC 16

SC
9

GA
16

TN 11

KY 8

IN
11

MI
15

WI
10

MN
10

IL
19

LA
8

TX
40

OK
7

ID
4

NV
6

OR
8

WA
12

CA
54

AZ
11 NM

5

CO
10

WY
3

MT
4

ND
3

SD
3

IA
6

UT
6

FL
30

AR
6

MO
10

MS
6

AL
9

NE*
4 1

KS
6

AK
3

HI
4

MD 10

MA 11

RI  4

CT  7

DC  3

DE  3

NJ 14 

MaineNebraska

Likely RSolid RDistrict 1

Solid DLikely DDistrict 2

Solid RDistrict 3

Cook Political Report: 2024 Electoral College Ratings

S P L I T  E L E C T O R A L  V O T E S

Biden’s Approval Rose 2% Between July and August 

42% 

53% 

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Aug-21 Nov-21 Feb-22 May-22 Aug-22 Nov-22 Feb-23 May-23 Aug-23

Approve Disapprove

Biden’s approval rating from inauguration to the present 
GALLUP POLL CONDUCTED AUGUST 1-23, 2023 

CHARLIE COOK  

“In terms of ascertaining whether Biden and Democrats are succeeding in selling Bidenomics, that 

the economy is getting better and that he should get credit for it, it’s important to focus on the 
“signal,” the attitudes of independents, not locked into relatively static views about both Biden and 
the economy, and not the noise, that attitudes of those who we already know how they will vote.” 

Few People Want to See Rematch of 2020 

Percent of respondents who think Joe Biden or Donald Trump should not run for president in 2024 

NBC NEWS SURVEY CONDUCTED APRIL 14-18, 2023 

70% 

60% 

Biden Trump
CHARLIE COOK 

 

“When was the last time that a presidential 
campaign began with so much trepidation 
within each party about their respective front-
runners?...This would be the sixth presidential 
rematch in US history, and one that few 
people want. In the NBC poll, 70 percent of 
respondents, including 51 percent of 
Democrats, did not want Biden to run again. 
Sixty percent in the overall sample did not 
want to see Trump run again.” 
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8 of the 9 GOP 2024 Presidential Candidates who qualified for the 
first Primary Debate on August, 23, 2023 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  

Asa 

Hutchinson Chris 
Christie 

Mike Pence 
Ron DeSantis 

Vivek Ramaswamy  
Nikkii Haley 

Tim Scott 
Doug Burgum 

Polls Have Biden Favored to the Top Two GOP 
Candidates 

Joe Biden vs. Donald Trump 

REALCLEAR POLITICS POLLS AVERAGE AUGUST 10-27, 2023 

CHARLIE COOK  

“A Biden-Trump rematch would be the first 

time in 132 years that voters have an 

opportunity to make a choice based on a side-

by-side comparison of two presidencies. Of 

course, no four-year period can replicate the 

previous or next four years, but that won’t stop 
voters from consciously or unconsciously making 

that comparison, fairly or not. Naturally, next 

year Democrats will vote Democratic and 

Republicans will cast Republican ballots, but for 

the narrow sliver of pure independents—about 

a tenth of the electorate—a side-by-side 

comparison of each man’s presidency is 
inevitable.” 

Biden 

44.6% 

Undecided 

11.8% 

Trump 

43.6% 

Joe Biden vs. Ron DeSantis 

REALCLEAR POLITICS POLLS AVERAGE AUGUST 11-27, 2023 

Biden 

44.0% 

Undecided 

16.7% 

DeSantis 

39.3% 

Trump Holds Strong Polling Lead for Nomination 

53.9% [VALUE] [VALUE] [VALUE] [VALUE] [VALUE] 

■ Trump ■ DeSantis ■ Ramaswamy ■ Pence ■ Haley ■ Other 

2024 Republican presidential nomination 
REALCLEAR POLITICS POLLS AVERAGE FROM AUGUST 17-26, 2023 

CHARLIE COOK 
  

“The first Republican presidential debate did nothing to diminish Trump’s position as the prohibitive 
favorite for the 2024 Republican nomination. In fact, a GOP presidential debate without Trump reminds 
me of the old line asking, “If a tree falls in a forest and no one is around to hear it, does it make a 
sound?”… Another advantage that Trump has is that the field of alternatives is both too large and 
too diverse to allow for the consolidation necessary to stop his nomination. Someone leaning toward 
or backing Ron DeSantis is very different from a Chris Christie backer, who is different from a Tim Scott 
backer. A lot of polling finds that when those backing one of the alternatives to Trump are asked for 
a second choice, as often as not, the second choice is Trump. So the field of alternatives narrowing 
doesn’t necessarily make him any less likely to prevail.” 
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Visit us at Booth #829! 
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Questions? 

Sign up for our newsletter to stay up 
to date on the latest Government 

Affairs news 

Complete the Online Evaluation 

 


